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RFA-NJ UPDATES ON SEA BASS, FUNDRAISING & FINES
New Jersey Legislation To Revise Angler Fines Moves Forward
The Assembly Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee, Chaired by District 1 Assemblyman
Nelson Albano, unanimously passed out of Committee yesterday a bill (A4063) which would provide a
revised penalty schedule for failure to comply with New Jersey’s saltwater registry regulations. As
presently implemented, the fine schedule calls for a first offense penalty in a range of $300 to $3,000,
with subsequent offenses subject to fines of up to $5,000.
A4063 would revise the penalties for those failing to comply from a warning up to a $20 fine. It also
allows for reciprocity with other states registry programs.
“District 1 legislators are once again demonstrating their strong support of New Jersey’s recreational
fishermen,” said Capt. Adam Nowalsky, chairman of the Recreational Fishing Alliance’s New Jersey
chapter (RFA-NJ). “We praise the DEP for the ease of registering with the new system, and we look
forward to a revision of the current fine structure,” he added.
In testifying in favor of the bill, Nowalsky stated that it was important that the fine structure be
addressed as quickly as possible as the state moves into the prime tourism season in the state. “If one
angler is deterred from coming to New Jersey by the threat of a significant fine for not being registered,
that is lost revenue the state cannot afford,” said Nowalsky.
RFA and RFA-NJ were the only recreational fishing groups on hand to testify on behalf of the bill and
wanted to thank all the members of the Committee for unanimously supporting the bill. Next up will be
a hearing of S2880, the companion Senate bill sponsored by Jeff Van Drew and James Beach, to be
heard by the Senate Environment and Energy Committee.
Saltwater anglers fishing in New Jersey coastal waters who've not already registered to fish in marine
waters are encouraged to visit www.saltwaterregistry.nj.gov today.
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The Recreational Fishing Alliance is a national, grassroots political action organization representing recreational fishermen
and the recreational fishing industry on marine fisheries issues. RFA’s Mission is to safeguard the rights of saltwater
anglers, protect marine, boat and tackle industry jobs, and ensure the long-term sustainability of our Nation’s saltwater
fisheries. For information, call 888-JOIN-RFA or visit www.joinrfa.org.

