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in through their open-cycle cooling has to be questioned as a contributing factor particularly with winter 
flounder and weakfish which are unknown to spawn in areas near these plants.”  
 
Donofrio added that the jurisdiction of fishery management councils ends with the fishing community, which 
means they have no legal authority to force plants to upgrade to closed-cycle systems.  “That’s why we’re 
calling on coastal state legislators to introduce resolutions supporting the use of closed-cycle cooling 
systems,” Donofrio said, adding “since funds are available in the stimulus package for these upgrades, RFA 
is encouraging other members of the fishing community to support the efforts of our own members in 
requesting some of the stimulus.”   
 

###### 
 
The Recreational Fishing Alliance is a national, grassroots political action organization representing 
recreational fishermen and the recreational fishing industry on marine fisheries issues. The RFA Mission is 
to safeguard the rights of saltwater anglers, protect marine, boat and tackle industry jobs, and ensure the 
long-term sustainability of our Nation’s saltwater fisheries. For more information, call 1-888-JOIN-RFA. 


