
I FISH  I VOTE 
 

 

           May 23, 2014 

 

Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington DC 20240 

Fax: (202) 208-5133 

 

Dear Secretary Jewell: 

 

As a saltwater angler and ardent conservationist, I’m asking for your help in urging President Obama to 

change the timing of the proposed marine geophysical survey off the coast of New Jersey.  Considering 

the seismic testing would occur during the peak of the recreational fishing season in New Jersey (June 

and July), and keeping in mind that our coastal businesses are still reeling from the effects of Hurricane 

Sandy, I’m asking respectfully that you reschedule the testing to sometime during the winter months of 

January or February, and no later than March.   

 

Studies have found that marine fish do respond to the onset of sounds associated with or similar to 

seismic testing.  However, the studies found that the fish returned to normal behavior after the sound 

ceased and repopulated areas they have moved away from within minutes to hours.  Research has also 

confirmed that seismic airguns used in similar underwater oil exploration efforts have damaged the 

auditory organs of fish.   

 

Scheduled to start on June 3, the seismic testing incorporates high-energy, seismic blasting by airguns 

which produce sound levels of up to 253 decibels fired in an alternating sequence every 5 seconds.  In 

addition to local fish and fishermen, the proposed testing (from 15 to 52 miles offshore encompassing 230 

square miles of ocean) also threatens to negatively affect many migratory species including bottlenose 

dolphins, humpbacks and even right whales along the Jersey Coast that time of year. 

 

While this particular study specifically notes how the final results of the study "may be of relevance for 

hydrocarbon exploration industry," the timing of the study is of particular “relevance” to migratory fish 

and marine mammals in June and July.  For that reason I urge the Department of Interior to propose an 

alternative time period for the geophysical survey which minimizes impacts on our industry, our coastal 

fish and the migratory marine mammals.   

 

Time is of the essence Ms. Jewell – our summer season is just getting underway on the Jersey Shore, and 

the timing the testing proposal simply couldn’t be any worse.   

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

______________________________   ______________________________ 
Signature        Print Name 

       ______________________________ 
       Print Address 

       ______________________________ 
       Print City/State 

 


