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Originally introduced in the 110th Congress, HR 5425 had 19 cosponsors and gained wide support from over 
100 different regional and national organizations, including fishing groups, marine industry associations, and 
fishery management councils.  When Congress returned to session following the summer recess, 
representatives immediately became entrenched with the volatile economic climate in advance of the 
presidential election, and HR 5425 didn’t garner much attention.  Now with businesses failing nationwide 
and coastal communities bracing for an uncertain summer tourist season, retailers are hoping that the latest 
bill can quickly gain support in both the House and Senate to provide customers with access to the 
resource.   
 
“This legislation and the improvements it would bring to fisheries management are necessary for the long 
term health of important recreational fisheries and the boating industries,” said Phil Keeter, President of the 
Marine Retailers Association of America (MRAA) which represents 2,500 members of the marine industry.  
“We applaud the work of the Recreational Fishing Alliance in working with members of the 111th Congress 
and having this important legislation reintroduced,” Keeter added.  
 

###### 
 
The Recreational Fishing Alliance is a national, grassroots political action organization representing 
recreational fishermen and the recreational fishing industry on marine fisheries issues. The RFA Mission is 
to safeguard the rights of saltwater anglers, protect marine, boat and tackle industry jobs, and ensure the 
long-term sustainability of our Nation’s saltwater fisheries. For more information, call 1-888-JOIN-RFA. 
 
 


